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Washington has signed into law the Healthy Food Packaging Act (H.B. 2658/S.B. 6396), making the

state the first in the country to ban perfluorinated chemicals (PFAs) in food packaging.

If the Washington’s Department of Ecology identifies safer alternatives to PFAs by January 1, 2020,

the law will ban PFAs in paper food packaging effective January 1, 2022. If the state is unable to

find a safer alternative, the law will not go into effect and the Department of Ecology must annually

review the availability of alternatives. When the department finds an acceptable alternative, the ban

will go into effect two years later.

Washington is not the only state to target chemicals in food packaging.  California is considering

regulating food packaging as part of its Green Chemistry Initiative and the Safer Consumer

Products (SCP) implementing regulations, based in part on use of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl

substances that “create grease-proof and water-proof coatings for food packaging.”
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https://sites-shb.vuture.net/email_handler.aspx?sid=5d81b367-d3ff-45d2-827a-1aec7b38621f&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fapps2.leg.wa.gov%2fbillsummary%3fBillNumber%3d2658%26Year%3d2017
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP/SaferConsumerProductsProgram.cfm
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.
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